DOYLE
 1110
 DRAGON
 
ward organized the Christian Catholic
Church, with headquarters at Zion, about
forty miles north of Chicago. There he
established a publishing house, a bank, a
college, many charitable institutions, candy
and lace factories and other industries, over
all of which, as well as the conduct of his
followers, he was dictator. In 1903 a taber-
nacle was erected at Zion, said to be one of
the largest churches in the world. In 1901
Dowio announced himself to be Elijah the
Restorer and made plans to extend the in-
fluence of Zion' s church throughout the
world. In 1906, however, a revolt among
his followers led to his downfall. He was
succeeded by Wilbur G. Yoliva.
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DOYLE, arthur co^ast, Sir (1859-
1930), an English novelist, best known as
the author of the Sherlock Holmes detective
stories. Doyle studied at Stonyhurst and
Edinburgh, and from 1882 to 1890 he prac-
ticed medicine at Southsea. The success of
some early attempts at fiction led him to
give up his profession for a literary career,
and he published a great number of very
popular books. In 1887 appeared A Study
in Scarlet, made famous at once by the de-
tective Sherlock Holmes,
whom he introduced also
into The Sign of the
Four, The Adventures of
Sherlock Holmes, The
Memoirs of Sherlock
Holmes, The Hound of ^
the Baslcervilles and His
Last Bow. Among his
other books are the his-
torical novels Micah
Clarke and The White
Company; the volumes
of short stories Round the Red Lamp and
The Stark Munro Letters, and The Great
Boer War. He was knighted in 1902, as a
reward for his services during that war and
for his defense of the British policy. Dur-
ing the World War Doyle wrote a History of
the Great War, the third volume of which
appeared in 1918, The same year he pub-
lished The New Revelation, and in 1921
appeared The Vital Message.
DRACHMA, drak'ma, a unit of weight
and of money among the ancient Greeks;
also, the name of their principal coin, made
of silver and worth about 19 cents. As a
unit of weight it varied from 56 to 97 grains
troy. The same name is given to a mod-
 ern Greek coin, exactly equal to the French
franc and, approximately to 19 cents. It
is divided into 100 lepta. The drachma,
dram or drachm is the unit of weight in
Greece, being exactly equal to the metric
gram.
DRA'CO, an Athenian statesman who
flourished about 624 B. c. When the citizens
of Athens became dissatisfied because they
had no written laws to which they could
appeal for justice, Draco was appointed to
draw up such a code. These first written
laws were so merciless that they were said
to have been written in blood. Almost every
offense was punishable with death. The
laws of Draco were replaced later by the
constitution of Solon. See soloit.
DRAFT, a written order, in regular form,
which commands one party, called the
drawee, to pay to another party the payee,
a certain sum of money on a specified date.
The person making the draft is called the
drawer. A sight draft is one payable on
presentation; a time draft, one payable a
specified number of days after presentation.
When a time draft reaches the drawee
(through a messenger) he writes "Accepted"
across its face and signs his name below the
word. The draft then becomes in fact a
note for him to pay at maturity. A 'bank
draft is one issued by a creditor (the drawer)
requesting the drawee, the debtor, to pay
to a bank, for transmission to the creditor,
a sum of money. In such case the banks
act as agents.
There is no prescribed legal form of
draft, but custom has decreed a style sim-
ilar to the one in the drawing, which illus-
trates a common case—a person authorizing
a bank to collect a debt or an account about
to fall due. The bank's charge for collec-
tion and transmission of the money is called
exchange] it may be paid by the drawee, or
by the drawer. (See page 1111).
A draft is one kind of a bill of exchange,
(which see). See also Check, which is a
modified form of draft
DRAFTING-. See conscription
DRAG'ON, a name for several species of
lizards inhabiting Asia, Africa and South
America. The common flying lizard is about
ten or twelve inches in length, the tail be-
ing extremely long in proportion to the body.
The sides of the animal are furnished with
peculiar extensions of the skin, which form
a kind of wings and help to support the ant-

